
Instrumental/Vocal Tuition and Music Develop-
ment inclusion project delivery 
 
In the Academic Year 09/10 over 8000 pupils were 
taught peripatetic instrumental and vocal lessons 
by 98 staff in 166 Cardiff and Vale of Glamorgan 
schools. The income from these lessons not only 
covered the cost of delivery but also helped subsi-
dise many of the Value Added benefits and pro-
jects the Service provides. 
 
A further  
· 3656 pupils were involved in Music  
Development projects delivered by 9 staff,  
· 500 pupils took part in Cluster Choirs and 

performances at St David’s Hall  
·  120 primary pupils took part in the 

���������	
�� brass project (Cardiff) 
· 140 primary pupils took part in the Strictly 

Strings! project (Vale). 
 
Over 12,416 pupils were engaged with Music Ser-
vice provision in 09/10, increased from 11,675 in  
08/09 
 
Pupil Target achievement 

This data is used to identify successful teaching 
practice and areas where tutor support is needed to   
increase the numbers of pupils achieving their 
agreed targets and to inform realistic target setting. 
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 07/08 08/09 09/10 

Pupils 
achieving 
Target 1 

88.6% 92.3 91.74% 

Pupils 
achieving 
Target 2 

75.4% 80.7 77.87% 

Pupils 
achieving 
target 3 

47% 51.3 47.94% 

Bursary Scheme  
The Group Tuition bursary entitlement for any 
child whose parents receive Income Support / Job-
seeker’s Allowance was continued for 09/10 and 
increased to £40.50 per pupil per term. 
 
 Bursaries amounted to £86,515         
 
Bursary pupils also attend the Counties’ Friary  
Ensembles free of charge. 
 
Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme  
Through the ongoing agreement with H.M. Cus-
toms and Excise, LEA Music Services and musical 
instrument suppliers, parents in Cardiff and the 
Vale continue to avoid V.A.T. and benefit from an 
educational discount.  
 
 £51,158 was spent by parents purchasing            
  instruments in 09/10 through the AIPS scheme.      
 
Purchasing was down considerably on the previous 
year, possibly due to the continued increases in 
prices by the retailers, particularly in Woodwind 
and Brass. 
 
Half-price examinations  
Bursary pupils only pay 50% towards the cost of 
external instrumental/vocal examinations. The Mu-
sic Service contributed £222.50 for 09/10 
 
School Support Visits and Lesson Observations 
have continued which are all part of our desire to 
monitor, support and develop tuition and provision. 
INSET needs have been identified as a result, train-
ing has taken place and is ongoing. If your school 
is in need of a visit soon please phone Jeff Davies 
02920 640950 or email jefdavies@cardiff.gov.uk   



 

INSET -  Cân Sing 
 
As a result of a number of educational music bodies in 
Wales and the work of CAGAC outlining the need to 
improve opportunities for singing in schools and its 
teaching skills, WAG commissioned ContinYou Cymru, 
with the assistance of Music Services and advisers  to 
deliver a pilot project across Wales involving a number 
of school clusters in each LEA..  
The turn of Vale and Cardiff clusters came in October 
2010 and finished in January 2011, consisting of two 
training days delivered to teachers by an excellent 
animateur either end of the project with clusters meeting 
in between to try out the training resources which 
include excellent online teaching materials and a CD of 
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Consultation Group 
The Group met twice in 2010. Issues discussed 
were: 
· Uptake of peripatetic tuition 
· Preliminary Attainment Scheme 
· School Support Visits 
· �������������	
���� Project 
· ���������	
�  Project 
· Cluster Choir Project 
· Music Service Newsletter 
· Music Service concerts and events 
 
Spending 
Due to the lack of budget margin for 09/10 very lit-
tle funding was available for developing the Service 
or for capital spending. However a few instruments 
were purchased where needed for bursary pupils or 
in developing new tuition. One whole-staff INSET 
day was held at a cost of £9,000 for 100 staff to at-
tend but there was insufficient funding for staff to 
go to the annual FMS Wales Conference in Swan-
sea. 
 
Service Projects and Music INSET 
 
Creating Further Ensemble Opportunities 
 
��	���
����	������� In the Vale 
Following on from the success of the Brassed On! 
project and performance in the Vale in 2009, it was 
decided to run a similar project for all Vale primary 
string players (including harps), learning ensemble 
pieces in their peripatetic lessons in school and cul-
minating in a joint rehearsal at Barry Comprehen-
sive and a concert performance by over 140 players 
from 27 primaries as a Massed String Orchestra in 
Cowbridge Leisure Centre on 15th  June 2010.  
 

The primary strings also had an opportunity to 
listen to the Strings of the County Youth Or-
chestra plus a String Quartet and a Harp Duet. 
The success of the project has resulted in the 
Service rolling it out to Cardiff primaries for 
2011. 
 
���������	
�� in Cardiff 
This project had limited success compared to 
that of the Vale in 2009 as less than half of the 
brass primary pupils involved in the project 
were able to attend the joint rehearsal at Ysgol 
Pwll Coch followed by the concert at Western 
Leisure Centre on 22nd June. This seems to be 
due in part to other school events unfortunately 
clashing. 
However those pupils who were able to perform 
did themselves proud and were well received by 
the audience of relatives and friends. 

The standard of playing was high for the skill 
level of the players and gave them a wonderful 
opportunity to perform in a large ensemble, many 
for the first time. 
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Cardiff Teachers at Cân Sing Training Day 2 
 
The hope is that, due to the success of the pilot pro-
ject, WAG will fund the roll-out the training to all 
remaining clusters within Wales. 
 
Cardiff/Vale County Ensembles  
 
The 26 Ensembles catered for over 1200 instrumen-
tal and vocal pupils in 09/10 in a pyramid system of 
ensembles starting at Junior School level with 
groups such as the Junior Orchestra, Junior Choir, 
Junior Brass Bands, Junior Guitar Ensemble and 
Junior Steel Pans and rising through the Transi-
tional Orchestra, Transitional Wind Band, Transi-
tional Brass Band, Junior Jazz , High Schools’ Or-
chestra, High Schools’ Choir,  High Schools’ Brass 
Band, High School’s Wind Band and Senior Guitar 
Ensemble, to the Youth Orchestra, Youth Choir, 
Youth Wind Band, Youth Brass Band and Youth 
Big Band (“Jazz News”). 
 
Concerts and events  
The Ensembles were engaged in over 40 musical 
events in 2010, including 30 concerts at venues 
such as St David’s Hall, the Millennium Centre, 
City Hall, Cowbridge Leisure Centre, Barry Memo-
rial Hall, Llantwit Major School, St. Andrew’s & St 
Teilo’s Church and City United Reformed Church. 
Some of these concerts were at the request and in 
aid of local charities and Rotary Clubs.  
 

Some of the highlights were: 
 

·    March 2010– over 1,000 children took part 
in two concerts at St. David’s Hall: The Jun-
ior Schools’ Music Festival and the Lord 
Mayor’s Charity Spring Showcase. The lat-
ter featured a 250 strong St Teilo’s C.W. / 
Llanedeyrn High School Primary schools’ 
Cluster Choir.  

The Senior Guitar Ensemble at St David’s Hall 
 

March 2010 – the Preliminary, Junior, Transi-
tional, Intermediate, High Schools’ and 
Youth Brass Bands performed in Brass 
Band Night at Barry Memorial Hall. 

 
· March 2010 -  The YWB perform in Carne-

gie Hall! Despite the British Airways strike 
and the band having to take three flights to 
New York—one via Dublin! - they eventu-
ally all met up and had a triumphant concert 
tour, culminating in a Gala performance at 
the world-famous Carnegie Hall in the Big 
Apple, an honour few amateur ensembles re-
ceive. They have now done it twice! 

 

The Youth Wind Band performing at Carnegie Hall 
 

June 2010 – the Advanced Percussion Ensem-
ble, under Celi Johnston performed at the 
National Music for Youth Festival in Sym-
phony Hall Birmingham for the second 
year running, as a result of their excellent 
performance at the regional stage in 
Cwmbran. 

July  2010—The Youth Orchestra toured the 
Verona and Lake Garda area of Italy with 
some of their concerts being sold out! 

 

 



· December 2010 – Christmas Showcase –  
    St David’s Hall – over 500 children   took  

part in 8 different ensembles, including  
250 primary pupils in the Bishop of 
Llandaff / Cantonian Cluster Choir. 

 
Approx. £24,500 went towards the cost of run-
ning the Ensembles for all ages at the Friary 
Centre in 09/10 over and above income from 
fees. This included the cover of free membership 
for bursary pupils, staff salaries, concert hall 
hire, tickets, programme and advertising costs, 
transport of heavy equipment to venues 
(percussion etc), residential and non-residential 
courses and tours 
 
 
National Success 
61 members of our ensembles gained National 
Arts groups places, increased from 54 in 2009. 
The groups were: 
 
National Youth Orchestra of Wales 
National Youth Brass Band of Wales 
National Youth Choir of Wales 
National Youth Jazz Wales 
National Youth Wind Orchestra of Wales 
National Youth Training Choir of Wales 
 
Ensemble Auditions 
All schools who use the Music Service again re-
ceived brochures regarding County Ensembles at 
the Friary Centre. 
 
Cluster Choir performances at St David’s Hall 
This initiative has proved highly successful with 
performances of the  

·    Willows/Cathays Cluster 
       December 05  
·    Whitchurch  Cluster  - March 06,  
·    Cowbridge Cluster - December 06,  
·    Fitzalan Cluster - March 07,  
·    Michaelston/Glyn Derw Cluster       

December 07.  
·    Barry/Bryn Hafren  Cluster – March 08 
·    Rumney/Llanrumney Cluster  
       December 08 
·    Corpus Christi/Cardiff HS  Cluster 

March 09 
·    St Cyres/Stanwell Cluster  
      December 09 
· St Teilo’s/Llanedeyrn Cluster 
      March 2010 
· Cantonian/Bishop of Llandaff Cluster  

December 2010 

    
 

St Teilo’s / Llanedeyrn Cluster Choir at the Lord 
Mayor’s Charity Spring Showcase 

 
The Music Service has received very positive feedback 
from the children, parents, teachers, Headteachers, 
Councillors and Council officers involved in all eleven 
projects. 2,700 primary pupils have now benefited from 
the scheme, many continuing to sing in secondary 
school as a result of their experience.  
 
The 2011 Spring Showcase Concert which will take 
place on Tuesday 15th March  at St David’s Hall will 
involve the Primary feeder schools for Llanishen High 
School. 

Music Development Programme 09/10 

 
CCVG Music Development Team works from within 
the Music Service to present high quality music educa-
tion for all young people, regardless of economic or so-
cial barriers.  We work closely with schools, commu-
nity organisations, and other service areas to develop 
innovative practice which inspires participants and 
helps to develop musical skills, and to raise confidence, 
improve communication and encourage partnership 
working.  
 
We organise workshops, long and short-term projects 
and events at a local and central level, at venues such as 
the Wales Millennium Centre and City Hall, giving our 
pupils a chance to perform and empowering them to 
contribute to their communities and to the cultural life 
of the City.   
 
Our target schools are in areas of economic and social 
deprivation, and we strive to use music as a catalyst for 
bringing people together, raising aspirations and in-
creasing participation in cultural activities. 



       

 
 

· Article on  Infants Project published in the 
Spring edition of Music Education Zone 
Magazine 

 
The Music Development team are expanding and 
developing their service. Projects for 2010/11 in-
clude working with BBC Children in Need and 
John Lewis Partnership.   
 
New for this year – a six-week Podcast project 
for year 6 pupils, professional recording facilities 
at Trelai Youth Centre, and mobile recording and 
training.  Please contact ecoulthard@cardiff.gov.
uk for further information. 

Rock School awards at ‘The Globe’ Albany 
Road, July 2010 
 
CCVG Music Service is a non-profit making 
County service which invests all its funds into 
the development of music teaching, learning, 
inclusion and resources for pupils. 
 
JD 
February 2011 
 

 

  Joust! At Cardiff Castle – Baden Powell  
  Primary, June 2010 
   
The team consists of a diverse, dedicated group 
of specialists, whose expertise ranges from 
Celtic, African, South American, Indian, Classi-
cal, Medieval, Folk, Rock and Pop, to Music 
Therapy and Composition.  We work in a vari-
ety of settings from one-to-one sessions in pupil 
referral units to whole-class primary sessions, 
within the ethos of diversity and inclusion. 

National Botanic Garden of Wales – Baden 
Powell Primary, April 2010 
 
In 2009/10 the Music Development Team have: 
 

•     Reached over 3,500 pupils 
•     Worked with 61 Schools 
•     Attracted over £50k in Match funding  
•     Facilitated 20 performance events 
•     Worked in partnership with: 

            -Communities 1st- 
            -Ely Festival Committee  
            -Wales Millennium Centre  
            -Cardiff Castle  
            -National Botanic Garden of Wales  
            -Vale of Glamorgan Schools   
            -EMAS  
            -ABCD Cymru  

•     Presented  at the National Association of 
Music Educators Conference, University 
of York. 


